C i t y

o f

S u g a r

LF A S H I N G
Yellow Arrows
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Flashing Yellow Arrow
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Yield First!
Turn with Caution.
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A More Efficient
Left-Turn Signal

he City of Sugar Land was the first
city in the Houston area to install
flashing yellow arrows to improve
traffic flow for motorists in left-turn
lanes. There are 78 flashing yellow
arrow signals in Sugar Land that reduce wait

HOW DO
FLASHING YELLOW ARROWS
WORK?

times and vehicle emissions.
When the yellow arrow flashes, drivers must
yield to oncoming traffic and pedestrians
before turning left. Drivers should not
proceed into the intersection until there
is adequate space in oncoming traffic to

by the traffic signal and may be caught in
the intersection when the light changes.
Also, if a pedestrian presses the crosswalk
button while the flashing yellow arrow
is on, it will turn off while the pedestrian

STEADY
GREEN ARROW
Proceed with
the left turn.

turn back on.

yellow arrows reduce driver delay and wait
yellow arrows provide drivers with more
left-turn opportunities than traditional
left-turn signals. This reduces wait times
and keeps traffic moving.

FLASHING
YELLOW ARROW

The flashing yellow arrow provides more

Turn left cautiously after
yielding to oncoming
traffic and pedestrians.

throughout the day. For instance, traffic

options to handle all types of traffic
volume by adjusting the timing sequence
engineers can turn off the flashing yellow
arrow during school zone hours or peak
periods with heavy traffic.

can cross the street without danger from
turns off, the flashing yellow arrow will

Based on a recent study, the flashing

Flexible Signal Timing:

walk signals are on. This way, the person
left turning vehicles. Once the walk signal

Shorter Wait Times:

time by as much as 28 percent. Flashing

make a safe left turn. Drivers who enter the
intersection and wait are no longer detected

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?

STEADY
YELLOW ARROW
Prepare to stop.

Environmentally Friendly:
Research data shows that improved traffic
flow at intersections with flashing yellow
arrows results in a reduction of 10 percent
in fuel consumption and 22 percent in
vehicle emissions.

STEADY RED ARROW
No left turns allowed.

