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For more information  
about traffic signals, contact:

REMEMBER:
Flashing Yellow Arrow =  
Yield First, Turn with Caution

For Horizontal and Vertical  
Traffic Lights Following a Green Signal
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Traffic Signal Sequence



T
he City of Sugar Land is the first 

city in the Houston area to install 

flashing yellow arrows to improve 

traffic flow and provide motorists 

with a safer left-turn signal.

When the yellow arrow flashes, drivers 

must yield to oncoming traffic and 

pedestrians before turning left. It is  

also advisable that drivers do not 

proceed into the intersection until there 

is anadequate space in oncoming traffic  

to make a left turn maneuver. Drivers 

whom enter the intersection and wait, are  

no longer detected by the traffic signal  

and can be caught during the red signal.

More than 65 flashing yellow arrows 

have been installed in phases to allow 

residents to become familiar with the 

new signals before implementing them 

in more densely travelled areas.

Less Wait Times: 

Based on a citywide implementation 

study, the flashing yellow arrows 

reduce driver delay and wait time  by 

 as much as 28 percent. Flashing yellow 

arrows provide drivers with more left-

turn opportunities than traditional 

left-turn signals.  This reduces wait 

times and keeps traffic moving.

Flexible Signal Timing: 

The flashing yellow arrow provides  

more options to handle all  types  

of traffic volume by adjusting the  

timing sequence throughout the day.  

For instance, traffic engineers can  

turn off the flashing yellow arrow  

during school zone hours.

Environmentally-Friendly: 

Research data shows that improved 

traff ic  f low at intersections with 

f lashing yellow arrows results in a  

1 0  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  f u e l  

c o n s u m p t i o n  a n d  a  2 2  p e r c e n t  

reduction in mobile emissions.

No left turns allowed.

Turn left cautiously after 
yielding to oncoming 
traffic and pedestrians.

Prepare to stop. 

Proceed with  
the left turn.
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