
 

CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA REQUEST 

AGENDA OF: 12-20-11 AGENDA 
REQUEST NO: VI-F 

INITIATED BY: HOWARD CHRISTIAN, ASSISTANT 
UTILITIES DIRECTOR 

RESPONSIBLE 
DEPARTMENT: UTILITIES 

PRESENTED BY: HOWARD CHRISTIAN, ASSISTANT 
UTILITIES DIRECTOR 

DEPARTMENT 
HEAD: 

SUELLEN STAGGS, DIRECTOR 
OF UTILITIES   

  
ADDITIONAL 

DEPARTMENT. 
HEAD (S): 

CHRISTOPHER STEUBING,  
CITY ENGINEER 

SUBJECT / 
PROCEEDING: AUTHORIZE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT 

EXHIBITS: 
ENGINEER’S LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION  
BID TABULATION  
STANDARD FORM OF AGREEMENT  

CLEARANCES APPROVAL 

LEGAL: N/A ASST. CITY 
MANAGER: KAREN DALY   

PURCHASING: 
TODD REED, CPPB 

PURCHASING MANAGER  
ASST. CITY 
MANAGER: N/A 

BUDGET: JENNIFER BROWN,  
BUDGET & RESEARCH DIRECTOR 

CITY 
MANAGER: ALLEN BOGARD  

BUDGET 
EXPENDITURE REQUIRED:  $ 432,547

CURRENT BUDGET:  $ 278,852  WA1104 
315,000  WA1207 

ADDITIONAL FUNDING:  $ 0.00 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Authorize the execution of a construction contract between the City of Sugar Land and Weisinger 
Inc. for water well rehabilitation of the Riverstone and Soldier’s Field Water wells. 

 
 
 
 



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

On Thursday, December 8, 2011, three bids were opened for the well rehabilitation(s) at the Riverstone and 
Soldier’s Field water wells.  The apparent low bidder was Weisinger Inc. with a total bid of $432,547 and an 
anticipated 90-day completion time for the Riverstone well and 180-day completion time for the Soldier’s Field 
well. Jones and Carter, Inc., the City’s consulting engineer for the project, completed a reference review and 
evaluation and provided a letter of recommendation indicating that Weisinger Inc. is more than capable of 
completing this project. The Utilities Department is also familiar with Weisinger Inc. as they have successfully 
completed several previous projects for the City.  The estimated construction costs for this project was $436,000. 
 
The Riverstone water well was constructed several years ago but was not placed in service until May of 2011.  
Before the well was placed in service, it received a standard routine cleaning.  Shortly after it was placed in service, 
the Utilities Department began receiving water quality complaints in the immediate service area of the Riverstone 
water plant.  Initially it was believed that the water quality issues had to do with bringing the water plant on line and 
reversing the flow direction in the distribution system. Later it was determined that the iron content in the 
Riverstone well was higher than elsewhere in the City and oxidizing in the distribution system creating the water 
quality issues.  The zinc orthophosphate that is used city wide was not adequate to keep the iron in solution and the 
City was switched to a polyphosphate that is considerably more expensive.  The scope of this rehabilitation will 
consist of pulling the well pumping equipment and acidizing the down hole to neutralize the iron producing 
bacteria.    
 
The Soldier’s Field water well was constructed over 20 years ago and included a 450-horse power submersible 
2400 volt motor.  The Utilities Department has historically had problems with large horsepower submersible 
installations and has converted two other wells to vertical turbine line shaft applications. The large submersibles 
have proven to be unreliable and expensive to maintain and due to motor issues, the Soldier’s Field well was out of 
service for eight weeks this summer. The scope of work includes constructing a new 480-volt motor control center 
and replacing the submersible well pump and motor with a new vertical line shaft pump and motor. The well 
rehabilitation projects for 2011 and 2012 were combined into one bid to reduce costs. The 180-day construction 
schedule is required for the manufacture and delivery of the motor control center and the well motor (approximately 
10-14 weeks). 
   
There is $278,852 in CIP WA1107 and $315,000 in WA1207 for a total of $593,852. The Utilities Department 
recommends that the City Council authorize the execution of the construction contract with Weisinger Inc., for the 
rehabilitation of the Riverstone and Soldier’s Field water wells in an amount not to exceed $432,547. 
 

EXHIBITS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 


